Bridging the Gap: The Importance of Unifying Political and Military
Strategies in National Security

It is imperative to address the critical need for a unified approach in our national security strategy.
The concept of the 'strategy bridge,' as proposed by Colin Gray, stresses the importance of aligning
political objectives with military capabilities. This alignment is not just a strategic necessity but a
fundamental prerequisite for the success of any national security endeavour. In this context, the
upcoming 2024 Australian National Security Strategy presents an opportune moment to recalibrate
and strengthen this alignment.

Understanding the Strategy Bridge

The strategy bridge refers to the seamless integration of a country's political objectives with its
military capabilities. It is a conceptual framework that ensures that the military's actions are not just
tactically sound but also strategically coherent with the broader political goals of the nation. The
absence of this bridge leads to a disconnect, where military efforts may not effectively support or
could even contradict political objectives.

The Need for a Coherent National Security Strategy

Australia, like many other nations, faces a rapidly evolving security landscape. This landscape is
marked by traditional threats, such as state-based conflicts, and emerging challenges, including cyber
warfare, economic coercion, and information manipulation. A disjointed approach, where military
strategies operate independently of political goals, is no longer viable in such a complex
environment. Instead, a coherent national security strategy, underpinned by the strategy bridge
concept, is essential.

Political and Military Alignment

Political Objectives and Military Actions: The first step in building the strategy bridge is clearly
defining national political objectives and ensuring military strategies are designed to achieve these
objectives. This means that military planning must be informed by and responsive to the political
context, including considerations of international law, diplomatic relationships, and global norms.

Interagency Coordination: A unified strategy requires coordination across various governmental
agencies. This includes not just the Department of Defence, but also those involved in foreign affairs,
trade, finance, and homeland security. An integrated approach ensures that all elements of national
power are harnessed towards common objectives.



Public Engagement and Support: Gaining public support is crucial for any national security strategy.
This involves transparent communication about the nature of threats and the rationale for specific
defence policies and actions. A coherent political narrative helps in building societal consensus and
support, ensuring that the defence efforts are seen as legitimate and necessary.

Adaptability to Changing Geopolitical Dynamics: The strategy bridge is not static; it must be
adaptable to the changing geopolitical environment. As new threats emerge and old ones evolve,
both political objectives and military capabilities must be reassessed and realigned continuously.

Challenges in Building the Strategy Bridge

Balancing Short-term Tactics with Long-term Strategy: One of the critical challenges is balancing
immediate military tactics with long-term strategic goals. Military actions must not only address
immediate threats but also contribute to the achievement of broader, long-term political objectives.

Resource Allocation and Prioritization: Aligning political and military strategies requires careful
prioritization and allocation of resources. This can be challenging, particularly in times of budget
constraints or competing domestic priorities.

Overcoming Bureaucratic Silos: Government departments and agencies often operate in silos.
Overcoming these bureaucratic barriers is essential for the effective implementation of a unified
strategy.

Towards the 2024 Australian National Security Strategy

The upcoming 2024 Australian National Security Strategy presents an opportunity to reinforce the
strategy bridge. This strategy should articulate clear political objectives and outline how military and
other national capabilities will be employed to achieve these objectives. It should also address the
need for agility and adaptability in responding to the dynamic security environment.

The importance of unifying political and military strategies in national security cannot be overstated.
The strategy bridge is a critical framework for ensuring that Australia's defence efforts are aligned
with our political objectives and values. As we approach the development of the 2024 National
Security Strategy, it is essential that this principle of integration and coherence be at the forefront. By
doing so, we can ensure that Australia's national security strategy is not only robust and effective but
also reflective of our democratic values and commitments to the global order.



